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who were the yoke of the Hitler regime with impotent
hatred and show no more affinity for Satyagraha methods
than do the Jews; against the millions of Italians who for
ye^rs have breathed the contaminated air of their own
tyranny; against the tens of millions of Russians who have
exhausted their strength in civil war and do not find their
way to the Gandhi method of resisting the red despotism;
against hundreds of millions of Chinese who by their mili-
tary resistance aid the Japanese aggressors to ravage their
country instead of following the path of non-co-operation.

It is true that one may demand, as Gandhi does, that
Jews, and particularly the Jews of Germany, should be the
"pioneers" of new forms of social struggle in the Western
world and ^should be the first to embrace the practice of
Satyagraha, Gandhi wishes that we should set an exam-
ple to the non-Jewish Germans, that we should point the
way to a spiritual crusade against their wicked Govern-
ment. He may have a sound reason for believing that the
incomparable suffering and degradation to which German
Jews are subjected "compels" them to act more heroically
and to be more "adventurous" spiritually than their neigh-
bours. I do not question the idea implicit in Gandhi's
demand that there is a mutual relationship between the
intensity of suffering and the intensity of the moral
reaction to suffering. But there is reason to assume that
wThen suffering and insults transgress certain ^bounds it is
quite natural that the reaction should be a feeling of
futility and despair instead of that heroism which Gandhi
suggests. This is especially true when the group-concerned
is historically and psychologically not prepared for such a
catastrophe and therefore looks upon it as a sudden and
unexpected occurrence. The prophet of Young India has in
this instance exhibited an unusual lack of psychological
understanding.

Gandhi should also have understood that it is far
less simple to preach Satyagraha to German Jews than
it is to Indian masses, even to the lowest caste of "un-
touchables". We all know the evils of English rule and
administration in India. But one should be wary of draw-
ing comparisons between the situation of the Indian masses